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Flash Tutorials - Herong's Tutorial Examples

∟SWFTools - SWF File Manipulation Tools

∟"pdf2swf" - Convert PDF to SWF

This section provides a tutorial example on how to convert a PDF of a book into a SWF file so that it can be embedded in a Web page using the PDF2SWF tool.








To testing PDF2SWF, I used the PDF version of my JavaScript book "JavaScript Tutorials - Herong's Tutorial
Examples", herong_book_JavaScript.pdf:



C:\herong>\local\SWFTools\pdf2swf -p 1-7 herong_book_JavaScript.pdf

NOTICE  Output filename not given. Writing to herong_book_JavaScri...
NOTICE  processing PDF page 1 (576x792:0:0) (move:0:0)
NOTICE  File contains pbm pictures
NOTICE  processing PDF page 2 (576x792:0:0) (move:0:0)
NOTICE  File contains links
NOTICE  processing PDF page 3 (576x792:0:0) (move:0:0)
NOTICE  processing PDF page 4 (576x792:0:0) (move:0:0)
NOTICE  processing PDF page 5 (576x792:0:0) (move:0:0)
NOTICE  processing PDF page 6 (576x792:0:0) (move:0:0)
NOTICE  processing PDF page 7 (576x792:0:0) (move:0:0)
NOTICE  Writing SWF file herong_book_JavaScript.swf



The output message is useful: 


	First 7 pages of the PDF file was converted, because I used the "-p 1-7" option.

	Converted frame size is 576x792 pixels = 8x11 inches, assuming 72 DPI (Dots Per Inch).

	Output file is herong_book_JavaScript.swf.




The header information of the output file herong_book_JavaScript.swf is:



C:\herong>\local\SWFTools\swfdump herong_book_JavaScript.swf | more
[HEADER]        File version: 6
[HEADER]        File is zlib compressed. Ratio: 54%
[HEADER]        File size: 95453
[HEADER]        Frame rate: 0.250000
[HEADER]        Frame count: 7
[HEADER]        Movie width: 576.00
[HEADER]        Movie height: 792.00
[009]         3 SETBACKGROUNDCOLOR (ff/ff/ff)
...



Notice that the frame rate is 0.25 frame per second, or 1 frame per 4 seconds.



When I embedded herong_book_JavaScript.swf in a Web page, I saw that my book page frames were
played 1 page every 4 seconds like a slide show! There was no way for me to navigate through 
those page frames.



Read the next section on how to add navigation controls to herong_book_JavaScript.swf.
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